
ROBES:

In IrelRnn they no not weRr Robes in the Royal Arch.

In Hcotlann they ~re optional, but when worn follow those of the ~nglish Chapters.

MPny theories have been anvanced to explain the choice of COl01Lr.S,but nothing moDe

definite CHnbe saj.d than that, in general, the colours agree with those given

in the book of Bxonus. ~here hRve been ~uestions raisen as to '2' having

a scarlet robe, but once RBP,inwe t~~ to the bible and I ~110te.

~urpluse::; or ve::;tmp-nt::;of white linen worn by the Hojourners, date bHck to

at least 1778, when their use was authorised by the first Gremn.Chapter, the

reference in the printed rules of 1782 is ":Worthe sojourners surpluses".

~rhe licri bes surplusp-s may go back to about the same period or rather later and

been developeri from the Alb, a long lJinen vestment originating in Greek and Latin

riays and worn by the Priests of the Christian Church since sa~Tthe third century.

It has been said to be emblimatical of the renewal of man in Justice and in the

holiness of ~ruth.

SAHH:

.l<jnglish Grand Chapter Regula tions re~uire all Companions to weCl-ra sash

over the left shoulder pRssinB' oblequely to the right side, but there is ample

evidence of the sach beinB' worn uver the right shoulder in some early chapters •

.Ln this latter form it serveri as a sword support.

Over the left shoulder it formen. or was worn etS a ))ecora tion of a Court ufficial.

we find in the Ga,te8 M.S. 1790 that the sa8h became Cl-largp- llibbon, its mystical

significance was, it represented the Yoke of Christ, a Royal Arch M.::>. of

1795 says we wear a Ribbon "as a }3adB'eof Honour and }<jm;ignof our Urder.

'l'his is greatly at variance with the theoJ:"J of the "Sword" belt idea. It

is worht bearing in mind Companions, that from time immemorial it has been

unders tood that .I<;nB'lidh.Masons should assemble withou t carryinB' any offensive

or defensive weapon, and that up to 1813 notices for the Grand }'estival ~of

~nB'lish Grand LOriB'e)invariablly contained an injuction that Hrethren appeared unarmed

J. Heron 1epper has stateri that the sworn. and trowel are idplayed in Chapter as
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MOFlt }<~. Grand 0upe:r.inteno.ent, .I'~.Comp8Fland CompMiom~,

Although little iFl known of the eHrly hiFltor~,r of Royal Arch MAsonry, 1 felt that

we might have a look back and Flee what we can find, and with the help of

several items which have come to liB'ht in Wo:r.ceFlte:r.we ma~rbe Elble to make up

our own minds independently as to what may have B'Oneon. ~here has been no

printed ritual fOlmd , not even an irreB'Ular one, ea:r.lier than the 1820s ~there

are however ePl.rlier ones in M.S. form), and it is ibvious that, as the Royal

a8 a worJrinB' dB'J.'eewas at leFlst sixt~r yeFl:r.sold b~r the ~rear mentioned, man~rvariations

and cu:r.iou8 addition8 had come a.bout as a result of the handinB' down of the by no

meFtns simple ritual mORtlJr 1)y word of mouth. 1t is known th8.t the ri te

practised by the Grand ano. Royal Arch Chapter in 1766 resembled the present

ceremony in little mo:r.ethan the eS8entials. Our present ceremonies Rnd the

Lectures of the 'eh:r.ee .Pr:tncipals date f:r.omHpprox. 1H35. We8re fortun8te in

Worcester that the Worceste:r. LodB'eNo. 31\.9now 2HOworked Ro~ral Arch in the ...•doge

from 1808 for a number of ~rearFl. 'rhough we have no idea what form the

Ceremony took, it was no doubt ba8ed on the buildinB' of the ~l'hree Temples and

of Flameform of riiscoyerJr in the V8.ult. I feel that the ceremony was based on

the scriptures, whether bJr bi1)lical story tellinB' of by illustration as I will show

you, unfortunatelY', not all of the furniture etc. WCl.S recovered as it WHS found going

under the Auctioneer8 HammermFtnJrJrears aB'O.

not on slides.

~lides etc and show those items
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